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Young Learners in Japan



Creating a Reading Program

• Why is reading important?

• What are the components of a reading program?

• What order should children learn reading skills?

• What activities can help children improve their • What activities can help children improve their 

reading?

• What materials are needed?

• What are some common problems?

• What comes next?



Why is reading important?

• Magical study method

• The most important skill?

• Useful for exams

• Eiken test example• Eiken test example

• TOEIC test example

• Children don’t read

• Only way to learn enough vocabulary

• Best source of graded input



A Magical Study Method



The Most Important Skill

Speaking Writing

Reading

Listening



Most Useful for School and Tests



Eiken



TOEIC



あなたの母語での読書習慣（新聞や雑

誌も含む）ともっとも合っているものを

選んでください。

13%
あまり読書をしない。

週に2回以上読書をする。

58%
29%

週に2回以上読書をする。

ほとんど毎日読書をする。



English has a lot of words

54,000 word families

Native speaker university graduates have vocabulary Native speaker university graduates have vocabulary 

of 20,000+ word families

8,000 for daily life in English

5,000 enough for basic communication

2,000 is basic English



How to learn vocabulary

First 2,000-3,000 words       study

After  that       incidental learningAfter  that       incidental learning



JACET 8000



What are the components of a reading 

program?

• Curriculum

• Books

• Materials• Materials

• Teaching plan

• Communication with parents



Curriculum



Books



Books



Materials



Materials



Teaching Plan



Communication with Parents

Blog Newsletter

Email
Talk

Seminar



What order should children learn 

reading skills?

• Phonemic awareness (sounds of English)

• Phonics (sound-letter correspondences)

• Phonic readers (reading aloud)• Phonic readers (reading aloud)

• Children’s/graded readers (reading for 
meaning)

• Dictionary skills (drills)



Phonemic Awareness



Phonics



Phonic Readers



Phonic Readers



Children’s Readers



Dictionary Skills



What activities help children improve 

their reading?

• Story books

• Decoding/encoding words

• Writing• Writing

• Dictionary drills

• Silent reading in class



Story Books



Story Time



Decoding/Encoding Words



Writing



Dictionary Drills



Silent Reading



What are some common problems?

• Unable to hear the sounds of English

• Not mastering phonics

• Failing to jump to reading

• Reading without understanding• Reading without understanding

• Not picking up dictionary/vocabulary skills

• Not doing free reading



Can’t Hear Sounds



Don’t Master Phonics



Don’t Make the Jump to Reading



Read without Understanding



No Dictionary/Vocabulary Skills



No Free Reading



What comes next?

• Transition into a graded reading program

• Doing extensive listening

• Online study• Online study

• Studying with DVDs

• Listening to music in English

• Regular free writing



Transition into Graded Reading



Extensive Listening



Online Study



DVDs



Music



Free Reading



Free Writing

1st year JHS, early writing



Free Writing

Same student, five months later



Free Writing

3rd year JHS, experienced



Q&A

sendaiben@gmail.com

sendaiben.org


